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RZAN THE TERRIBLE)

" By EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS
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to his guest. On the whole, however,
the effect had been satisfactory, as he
could see from the renewed evidence
of awe upon the faces of the warriors,

At Tarzan's directlon the business of
the court continued where it had been
interrupted by his advent. It con-
sisted E:itnripully in the settling of dis-
putes ween warriors,

There wns present one who stood
upon the step just below the throne
and which Tarzan was to learn was the
place reserved for the higher chiefs of
the alled tribes which made up Ko-
tan's kingdom, The one who attracted
Targan's attention was a stalwart
warrior of powerful physique and mas-
sive, lion-like features. He was ad-
dressing Ko-tan on n question that is
ns old as government and that will, con-
tinue in unabated Importance until man
ceases to exist. It had to do with a
beundary dispute with one of hia
nej;hbors.

he matter itself held little or noe in-
terest for Tarzan, but he was impressed
hy the appearance of the speaker and
when Ko-tan nddressed him as Ja-don
the ape-man's intarest was permnuvently
crystallized, for Ja-don was the father
of Ta-den. That the knowledge would
benefit him in any way seemed rather
a remote possibility since he counld not
reveal to Ja-don hin friendly relntions
with his son without admitting the
falsity of his claims to P.

When the affairs of the audience were
concluded Ko-tan suggested that the
won Of Jad-ben-Otho might wish to
visit the murlq in whieh were per-
formed the religious rites colneldent to
the worship of the great god. And so
the ape-man was conducted by the king
himself, followed by the warriors of his
court, through the corridors of the
palace toward the northern end of the
group of buildings within the royal in-
closure,

The temple itaelf was really n part
of the palace and similar in archi-
tecture, There were acveral ceremonial
places of varying sizes, the purposes of
which Taraan could only conjecture.
Each bad an altar in the west end and
another in the east and were oval In
thape, thelr longest diameter lying due
cast and west, Each was excavated
from the summit of a small hillock and
all wera without roofs. The western
nltars invarinbly were a single block of
stone the top of which was hollowed
into an oblong bnsin. Those nt the
eantern ends were gimilar blocks of
stone with flat tops and these latter,
unlike those at the oppowite cnds of
the ovals, were invariably stained or
painted a reddish brown, nor did Tar-
san need to examine them closely to
be assured of what his keen unostrils
already bad told him—that the brown
stalug  were dried and drying human
blood.

Below these temple courts were cor-
ridors and apartments reaching far into
the bowels of the hills, dim, gloomy
passages thot Tarsan glimpsed as he
was led from piace to place on his tour
of inspection of the temple. A mesn-
senger had been dispatched by Ko-tan
to announce the coming visit of the
son of Jad-ben-Otho with the result
that they were acenmpanied through the
temple by a considerable procession of
priests, whose distinguishing mark of
Trufoulon seemed to consist in grotesque
tenddresses; sometimes hideous faces
carved from wood and entirely con-
cealing the countenances of  their
wearers; or again the head of a wild
benst cunningly fitted over the head of
a man.

The high Fﬂeﬂ alone wore no such
headdress, He was on old man with
close-set, cunning eyes and a cruel,
thin-lipped mouth,

At first sight of him Tarzan realized
that here lny the greatest dunger to
his ruse, for he maw at a glanee that
the man was antagonistic toward him
and his grelmu‘lonu, and he knew, too
that doubtliss of all the peaple of Pal-
ul-don the high priest was most likely
to harbor the truest cstimate of Jad-
ben-Otho, and, therefore, would look
with suspiclon on one who claimed to
be the mon of a fabulous god.

No mntter what susplelon lurked
within his cralty mind, Lu-don, the
high pries: of A-lur, did not openly
uestion Tarzan's rilﬁt to the title of
Jor-ul-Otho, and it may be that he
was restrained bf the same doubt
which had originally restrained Ko-tun
and bis warriors—the doubt that & nt
the bottom of the minde of all blas-
phemers even and which is based upon
the fear that after all there may be a
od. Bo, for the time being nt leant,
Mm=don played safe. Yet Tarzan -knew
ns well as though the man had spoken
nloud his inmost thonghts that it was
in the heart of the high priest to tear the
vell from his imposture,

At the entrance to the temple Ko-
tan had relinquighed the gufdance of
the guest to Lu-don, now the
Intter led Tarzan thmuth those por-
tions of the temple that he wished him
to see. He showed him the great rocm

Pwhere the votive offerings were kept,

gifta from the barbaric chiefs of Pal-
ul-don and from their followers, ‘These
thinga ranged 1n value from presents of
dried frults to massive vessels of beaten
gold, so that in the great main store-,
room and its connecting chambers and
corridors was an  accnmulation  of
wealth that amnzed even the eyes of
the owner of the secret of the treasure
vaults of Opar,

Moving to and fro throughout the
temple were sleek bluck Waz-don slaves,
frults of the Ho-don raids upon the
villages of their less civilized neigh-
bors, As they passcid the barred en-
trance to o dim corridor, Tavean saw
within a great company of pithecan-
thropi of nll nges and of both sexes,
Ho-don ag well as Waz-don, the ma-
jority of them squatted upon the stone
floor in attitudes of utter dejection,
while sume paced back and forth, their
fentures stamped with the despair of
utter hopelessness.

“*And who ere these who lie lLere
thus unhappily 7"’ he asked of Lu-doun,
It was the first question that he led
put to the high priest since entering
the temple, and instantly he regretted
that he ﬂnd nnked it, for Lu-don turned
upon him a face upon which the ex-
presion of suspicion was but thinly
velled,

“Who should know better than the
won of Jad-ben-Otho?"' he retorted.

““The questions of Dor-ul-Otho are
not with impunity answered with other
qluutions," sald the ape-man quietly,
“and it may interest Lu-don, the high
riest, Lo anow that the blood of a
alse priest upon the altar of his temple
is mot dllplusln; in the eyes of Jad-
ben-Otho.""

Lu-don paled as he answered Tar-
zan's question, “'They are the offerings
whose blood must refresh the eastern
altars as the sun returns to your father
at the day's end.'’

““And who told you,"" asked Tarzan,
“that Jad-ben-Otho was pleased that
his people were slain upon his altars?
What if you were mistnken?"’

“Then countless thousands have died
in vain,”" replied Lu-don,

Ko-tan and the surrcunding warriors
und priests were 1Irttniu! attentively to
the u‘llll ue, Home of the poor victims
behind the barred gateway had heard,
und rising, preesed close to the barrier
through which one was conducted just
before sunset each day, never to return,

“Liberate them !'* erled Tarzan, with
n wave of his hand toward the im-
prisoned victims of a cruel superstition,
“for T can tell you in the name of
Jud+bey-Otho that you are mistaken,'’
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SO HERES THE LONELY LITTLE CABIAL (N THE WOODS WHERE AISS OFLAGE, AMAARY DOODLE AAD VEAUS

WILL SPEND THE SECOND WEEX OF THEIR VACATION, IT5 S0 LOMNELY AND QUIET Ybu Can HEAR
THE STARS TWINKLE AT AIGHT AAND AT TIMES THE SILENCE 1S SO ACISY IT WAKES You UP,
IF YO0 DOUBT THIS IS A WILD SPOT WE CAMN PROVE IT BY THE wWiLD STRAWBERR'YY I\ THE FORE SROVAID!

CHEER VP,

0

NIl

ACEHATYWARD = /1 =
Cosre Thuentow

SOME OF THE AATIVES
WHO RESEAT THE INTRUSION.

SLEEP AQ AORE.

CUT ME UP‘
DREADFULLY *

Jor WASP AND HIS
WIFE AGATHA
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THERE AINT
HERE'S WHERE No PEACE
1 GET ALL N THIS
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ASSORTMENT OF COOKING
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The Young Lady Across the Way

The young lady acroas the way
says she thinks It's lovely of the
florists to take so much interest In
Mothers' Day when it must keep
them so busy.

Right After the Shower the Sun Came Out As Hot As Ever

By Fontaine Fox
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PETEY—The Poor Fish

- SOME GUYS HAVE A
FINE \DEA OF PLEASURE,
Look'T THAT BIRD SITAMDINE
Tﬁcnr. SURF - FISHING —
\WHYN T HE COME. \N For
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THE CLANCY KIDS—Now Buddie Wants a Pair of Squeaky Shoes
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H By Percy L. Crosby
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CANT HAVE THAT
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